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Many questions are settled in an offhand manner, as witness the 
following: "Owing to want of vocational guidance, too many youths 
drift into non-productive vocations." To be sure! And likewise into 
productive vocations. 

The reviewer feels that the book is needed and will do good. He also 
feels that it is a pity that the student should not be inducted into the 
work of men like Cooley, Ross, Veblen, Small, Thomas, Dewey, and 
Henderson. Access to these we regard as the minimum for teacher 
and student of social science in the high school. 

J. T. House 

State Normal School 
Wayne, Neb. 

Newsboy Service. By Anna Y. Reed, Ph.D. Fifth in the series 
of "School Efficiency Monographs." New York: The World 
Book Co., 191 7. Pp. xxvi+175. $0.90. 

This painstaking examination of the vocational aspects of newsboy 
service is another evidence of the growing claim which vocational educa- 
tion is making upon public attention. It is based upon personal inter- 
views with 1,387 public-school boys in Seattle who were found to be 
newspaper or Curtis Publishing Company sellers or carriers. 

Her investigation leads Dr. Reed to the conclusion that "the school 
newsboy as an educational, moral and social type is an average boy." 
It is true that he is subjected to degrading moral influences peculiar to 
the street, but these are largely counteracted by the practical arguments 
against yielding to them which are presented by his occupation. It is 
true also that individual instances may be found where weather exposure 
and irregular habits have led to physical injury, but no evidence appears 
to prove that these factors are necessary or usual accompaniments of 
the service. On the other hand, the work develops character qualities 
of important vocational value: perseverance, accuracy, promptness, 
reliability, courtesy, honesty, and thrift. In addition to this, practical 
business knowledge and principles are acquired which will be of worth 
in later callings of life. It is the author's conviction that our public- 
school system has an opportunity which it should not neglect to develop, 
a high type of vocational guidance based upon the definite vocational 
experience presented by the large group of schoolboys in our cities who 
engage in newsboy work. 

This little volume impresses one as an admirable example of scientific 
accuracy and care in preparation. The obvious pains which have been 
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taken to avoid unwarranted conclusions is worthy of note. One who is 
not primarily interested in the subject-matter itself, which is an impor- 
tant addition to a comparatively undeveloped field, may nevertheless 
study it with profit because of the way in which the facts are presented. 

Earle E. Eubank 

Young Men's Christian Association College 



Social Rule— A Study of the Will to Power. By Elsie Clews 
Parsons. New York: Putnam, 1916. Pp. iii+185. 

In this little volume Mrs. Parsons is sketching the influence, upon king 
and beggar alike, of social conventions. She believes that "the bulk 
of our surplus energy, energy beyond that applied to sustaining life, 
expresses itself in ruling others." The illustrations are drawn largely 
from our own society and present times. The wisdom or folly of existing 
programs is not considered. The existence of this desire to rule, whether 
directly over others or indirectly and vicariously over others or even 
over self, is the fact to be demonstrated. 

With this as her thesis the author surveys the social position and 
treatment of such varied groups as "Juniors," "women," "slaves and 
servants," "wage-earners," "backward people," "animals," "gods," 
"the dead," "self." 

The volume, though broken and sketchy, is very readable. It 
abounds in bright, quotable sentences and occasional suggested inter- 
polations which are most stimulating. I cannot resist the impression 
that the contents will some day form a chapter in a larger work which 
must lie in the author's mind. It does not pretend to be a final state- 
ment even of her views. It seems rather to be experimental, a drive 
in a new and promising direction. This makes criticism difficult, if not 
unwarranted. Our curiosity is aroused as to the later synthesis. 

It is to be granted that the author has established the main fact — 
the existence of the "will to power." The relative share this may have 
in the many situations described is yet to be determined. Even as it 
stands, the book will be an excellent basis for many a lively discussion. 

That the rulers are ruled by customs as well as the subjects is clearly 
shown. Vicariousness, Mrs. Parsons feels, is one of the most important 
factors in social control. "More than any other principle it keeps the 
ruling classes in power." " Multiple gratifaction " — that is, the securing 
of satisfaction in several ways by one process — stands second. 



